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Maintain the initiative, 
advance the armed revolution 


ation of tactical offensives by the New People’s 

Army (NPA). The higher level of momentum and 
capability displayed by the armed revolution espe- 
cially in the last three months counts among the rev- 
olutionary movement's most outstanding and major 
victories this year. 

The revolutionary armed struggle’s remarkable ad- 
vance in the past months is a result of the NPA com- 
mands’ firm response to the Communist Party of the 
Philippines’ (CPP) call to seize 
the initiative and launch tac- 
tical offensives. Its objectives 
are to project revolutionary 
armed struggle alongside the 
advance of the militant open 
mass movement to oust the 
US-Arroyo regime and advance 
people’s war to the next high- 
er substage of the strategic 
defensive. 

Based on the capacity of 
the NPA’s various commands, 
they can launch numerous 
small and big tactical offen- 
sives that inflict significant 
damage on fascist armed 
troops and other bad ele- 
ments, especially diehard fas- 
cists and those guilty of grave 
crimes against the people. On 
the whole, large numbers of 


T: Filipino people celebrate the overall invigor- 


195 tactical offensives 


This issues’s : 
in three months 


highlights... 


PAGE 3 


Garci’s tall tales 


the AFP’s armed troops have been wiped out in these 
tactical offensives. Scores of high-powered weapons 
have been seized to arm Red fighters and further 
strengthen the people’s army. 

The tactical offensives being launched belie the 
AFP-PNP propaganda line that strains to portray the 
NPA as a spent force. The armed struggle’s vigor, the 
people’s army’s offensive posture and the victories 
that have been reaped in these tactical offensives 
raise the Red fighters and the Filipino people’s fight- 
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ing spirit, militancy and capacity 
for armed struggle. 

The victorious tactical offen- 
sives are the revolutionary armed 
forces’ contribution to the Filipino 
people’s struggle against the pup- 
pet, plunderous, deceptive, brutal 
and rotten US-Arroyo regime. By 
delivering multiple blows on its 
main pillars, the NPA inflicts in- 
tense damage on the detested US- 
Arroyo regime. These tactical of- 
fensives act in concert with the 
oust Arroyo mass campaign and 
are in response to the Filipino peo- 
ple’s urgent demand to punish the 
US-Arroyo regime for its heinous 
crimes against the nation. They 
bring revolutionary armed struggle 
to the fore and inspire the people 
to tread the path of armed resist- 
ance. 

The NPA’s tactical offensives 
have disrupted and damaged the 
US-Arroyo regime’s campaign of 
repression in revolutionary areas 
in the countryside. Consequently, 
NPA units have achieved greater 
leeway to expand and consolidate 
guerrilla fronts, zones and bases 
and advance different areas of 
revolutionary work in the country- 
side. 
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Aside from refuting the ene- 
my’s claims of success in its re- 
pression campaign, the damage 
sustained by enemy forces in the 
face of the NPA’s successive and 
outstanding victorious tactical of- 
fensives heighten demoralization, 
division and restiveness within the 
AFP-PNP, especially among junior 
officers and the rank and file. This 
is also one factor behind the grow- 
ing number of groups of discon- 
tented and enlightened officers 
and soldiers of the AFP-PNP that 
have clandestinely organized 
themselves against a commander- 
in-chief widely considered illegiti- 
mate. As part of the revolutionary 
forces’ efforts to push the disinte- 
gration of the state’s armed forces, 
the Party, the NPA and other revo- 
lutionary forces nationwide have 
already actively established links 
and alliances, raised the con- 
sciousness of, and conducted or- 
ganizing work in, various sections 
of the reactionary army. 

The surge of tactical offensives 
in the last three months has pro- 
vided the NPA in many regions and 
guerrilla fronts with a wealth of 
experience and valuable lessons in 
developing coordinated guerrilla 
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warfare both in terms of drawing 
up general plans and implementing 
them at the operational level and 
during actual combat. 

In launching tactical offen- 
sives, the NPA is exerting all ef- 
forts to overcome the previous 
trend towards military conser- 
vatism. 

Out of the many lessons drawn 
from these experiences, some of 
the most important are as follows: 
For the NPA to systematically seize 
the initiative in warfare, there 
should be broad planning of the 
people’s army's coordinated opera- 
tions from the regional level up to 
the front level. This way, the NPA 
is able to blunt and demolish the 
enemy’s initiative and frustrate its 
plans at these levels. 

For this purpose, it is impor- 
tant to study the enemy’s concepts 
and overall plans and how these 
are particularized at the regional 
down to the guerrilla front level so 
that even before the enemy is able 
to make any headway, we are al- 
ready in the process of analyzing 
his moves and preparing for them. 
Through continuous intelligence 
work, we can discern the enemy’s 
vulnerabilities and movements and 
discover where the NPA can more 
easily operate and take advantage 
of the enemy’s weak points. 

The leading Party committees 
and NPA commands at the region- 
al down to the front level must 
draw up plans to destroy the ene- 
my’s campaign in their respective 
areas of responsibility so that NPA 
units can more freely conduct ex- 
pansion and consolidation work 
within guerrilla fronts. 

Barring other important con- 
siderations, we must, as much as 
possible, deal serious blows on the 
enemy’s forces before or even as 
they begin to concentrate on guer- 
rilla forces, fronts, zones or bases. 
This way, we muddle their plans in 
particular areas and the NPA main- 
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tains the overall initiative. 

It is vitally important for the 
Party committees from the region 
down to the guerrilla fronts to 
firmly coordinate their politico- 
military and even their organiza- 
tional plans. It is important that 
military plans are supported and 
political and organizational plans 
are attended to, including among 
others, plans to expand and con- 
solidate the mass base in the 
countryside, advance agrarian rev- 
olution and other mass move- 
ments, advance revolutionary work 
in the town centers, advance edu- 
cation and propaganda work, es- 
tablish and expand the revolution- 
ary united front and strengthen 
the Party and the people’s army. 
Likewise, it is important that mil- 
itary plans also support and 
strengthen political and organiza- 
tional plans. 

In consciously attempting, 
preparing for and launching not 
just one tactical offensive at a 
time but more encompassing and 
coordinated politico-military 
plans, the NPA avoids becoming 
passive in the face of massive and 
continuous enemy operations and 
military campaigns. In seizing the 
initiative on a broad scale, the 
NPA denies the AFP the space and 
the opportunity to assert its dom- 
inance completely and wreak hav- 
oc, even as the people’s army 
maintains and acquires even 
greater freedom to operate within 
guerrilla fronts, zones and bases. 

On the whole, units of the peo- 
ple’s army have been able to raise 
their capacity to launch tactical 
offensives, coordinate NPA opera- 
tions on different levels and all- 
sidedly advance armed struggle, 
agrarian revolution, the mass 
movement, revolutionary base 
building and united front building, 
with the aid of the NPA’s strongly 
surging tactical offensives these 
past three months. ABI 


ANG BAYAN December 21, 2005 


VICTORIOUS NPA OFFENSIVES Seo 


i 


hi 


WWE 


yf 


A pA T 
e Ml $ ZB i, Wi K h 
ws Ud fr pe Lj, Dad a SOE TM ht i NY y 
: a f i 


SAN j 
H A ‘ttl. 


Victorious tactical offensives 
and other military actions 


he New People’s Army launched over 195 tactical offensives 
Te other military actions in different parts of the country 

from September 13 to December 16 this year, according to ini- 
tial reports. The relative increase in tactical offensives is the result 
of the NPA’s firm compliance with the Communist Party of the 
Philippines’ (CPP) call this September to seize the initiative and 
launch tactical offensives. 

The Red army added at least 108 high-powered rifles and pistols 
to its arsenal due to the military actions launched in this period, in 
addition to seizing thousands of rounds of ammunition and other 
military equipment. 

More than 230 military, police and armed enemy operatives were 
likewise killed in this period and over 144 wounded. Five comrades 
heroically offered their lives in battle. 

The offensives consisted of at least 18 raids and at least 17 am- 
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bushes against the enemy. There 
were also at least 70 harassment 
operations against the military 
and police, ten sniping opera- 
tions, seven arms seizures, and 
three disarming operations. 

Among the most prominent of 
these offensives was a victorious 
ambush carried out by the Benito 
Tesorio Command in Jones, Isa- 
bela on December 15 where 20 
soldiers were wiped out and many 
more were wounded. Also out- 
standing was an ambush carried 
out against the 45th IB in Echa- 
gue, Isabela on September 22 in 
which 27 soldiers were killed, and 
another ambush on a composite 
force composed of elements of the 
1st Scout Ranger Battalion and 
the 47th IB in Calinog, Iloilo on 
November 19 in which ten soldiers 
were killed and 25 were wounded. 

The NPA also launched a suc- 
cessful raid on the 78th IB de- 
tachment in Tuburan, Cebu on Oc- 
tober 15, killing three soldiers 
and seizing four M16s and four 
M14s; and on a PNP detachment 
in Bato, Camarines Sur on Decem- 
ber 5, killing three policemen, 
wounding two others and confis- 
cating five M16s, an M14 and 
three pistols. Likewise, raids were 
also superbly executed without 
firing a single shot on November 
11 on a police station in Quezon, 
Bukidnon in which six M16s and 
five pistols of various caliber were 
seized, and on November 8 on a 
detachment of the 110th PMG- 
PNP in Tagum City in which three 
M16s, an M14, a shotgun and two 
pistols were confiscated. 

Initial reports received by Ang 
Bayan showed that the most num- 
ber of arms seizures took place in 
Southern Mindanao (29), North- 
Central Mindanao (28), North- 
Eastern Mindanao (21) and Cen- 
tral Visayas (16). 
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Meanwhile, from January to 
August, AB recorded 43 tactical of- 
fensives and other military actions. 
Of these, 16 were ambushes, nine 
were raids, six were harassment 
operations, two were snipings, two 
were disarmings and three were 
punitive operations, among others. 
Ninety-seven firearms were seized 
from the tactical offensives in that 
period. At least 154 enemy sol- 
diers, policemen and paramilitary 
personnel were killed and at least 
84 were wounded. Two of the most 
outstanding offensives were a raid 
on June 3 in Tubo, Abra in which 
30 high-powered firearms were 
confiscated and three soldiers and 
four CAFGU elements were wound- 
ed; and another raid on the PNP 
station in Magpet, North Cotabato 


on June 26 in which 24 firearms 
were seized without firing a single 
shot. 

The NPA has likewise managed 
to seize the initiative and win 
even battles that start out to be 
defensive in nature. This year, AB 
recorded four battles that were de- 
fensive at the onset but where the 
NPA outmaneuvered the enemy, 
seizing two firearms, killing ten 
soldiers and wounding seven oth- 
ers. 

Even planned ambushes by the 
enemy against Red fighters became 
NPA offensives. On November 27, 
Red guerrillas launched a counter- 
ambush against a platoon of the 
21st IB Bravo Coy in Ab-abaan, 
Balbalan, Kalinga, killing three 
soldiers. ABI 


NPA wipes out 24 military troops in Cagayan Valley 


AT least 23 soldiers of the 45th IB and 51st Reconnaissance Coy 
were wiped out in successive attacks by guerrillas under the NPA 
Benito Tesorio Command in the town of Jones, Isabela on De- 


cember 15. 


Three soldiers were first killed when Red fighters harassed 
the Philippine Army camp in Barangay Linumot, Jones. 
In an attempt to regain the initiative, joint forces of the 


two military units launched “hot pursuit operations” against the 
NPA. But this ended in failure when they were ambushed by the 
NPA in Barangay Sta. Isabela. Approximately 20 enemy troops 
were killed and many more were wounded. 

That same day, Red fighters also harassed the Civilian Armed 
Forces Geographical Unit (CAFGU) detachment in Barangay San 
Jose, San Mariano, Isabela. 

In Cagayan, a soldier was killed and an undetermined num- 
ber wounded when an NPA team launched a sniping operation 
against an 18-strong Reengineered Special Operations Team 
(RSOT) of the 17th IB stationed in Barangay Conig, Gattaran. 

An NPA unit likewsise disrupted normal operations inside the 
17th IB camp in Barangay Ibulo, Baggao on November 24 by 
sniping at the soldiers. Prior to this, guerrillas burned down the 
camp of the detested 17th IB in Barangay Bural, Rizal town. W® 
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NPA seizes 10 firearms from despotic landlord in Leyte 


RED fighters of the NPA Mt. Amandewin Command in Leyte 
seized ten firearms of various caliber when they disarmed 
George Aznar, a despotic landlord, in Tabango town on the 
night of December 14. Among the weapons confiscated from 
Aznar and his four goons were two M16s, a carbine, an Ingram 
machine pistol, a shotgun, a 9 mm pistol, three .38 caliber re- 
volvers, a .22 caliber rifle and 902 rounds of ammunition of 
various caliber. Three VHF radios and two cellphones were also 
confiscated. 

The operation served as a warning to Aznar. The despotic 
big landlord owns over 2,000 hectares of coconut lands encom- 
passing the barrios of Catmon, Manlawaan, Tugas and Poblacion 
Tabango. 


2 Philippine Army officers killed 
in North Cotabato ambush 


A major and a lieutenant were among three soldiers killed when 
a command-detonated land mine exploded under their six- 
wheeler vehicle on December 15 in Tulunan town, North Cota- 
bato. Up to 20 soldiers were also wounded. 

The officers were identified as Major Ledo, Executive Office 
(Ex-0) of the 39th IB and Lieutenant Sulas of the 54th Engi- 
neering Brigade. They were aboard a six-wheeler truck that was 
trailing soldiers who were on foot. The truck drove over the 
land mine when it avoided a large rock blocking the road. 


Elsewhere 
in the country... 


In Camarines Norte. NPA par- 
tisans attacked a military safe- 
house on the night of December 16 
and killed Sgt. Mario Jakosalem, 
an intelligence operative of the 
31st Infantry Battalion in 
Barangay Poblacion, Capalonga. 

In Bulacan. Two elements of 
the PNP Special Action Force and a 
soldier under the Philippine Army’s 
23rd Reconnaissance Coy were 
killed in an encounter with NPA 
guerrillas in San Jose Del Monte 
City on December 11. The joint po- 
lice and military force was alleged- 
ly on a training mission when it 
entered Sitio Ilas, Barangay San 
Isidro where Red fighters greeted 
them with a hale of gunfire. 

In Tagum City. Four soldiers of 
the Philippine Army were wiped 
out in an ambush by NPA partisans 
in Tagum City on December 20 as 
their vehicle passed through the 
city’s main marketplace. The ca- 
sualties belonged to the 404th In- 
fantry Brigade’s Operational Con- 
trol Unit. 


No ceasefire in the face of the US-Arroyo regime's fascist attacks 


THE Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) and 
the New People’s Army (NPA) see no reason to de- 
clare a ceasefire this coming Christmas and New 
Year. 

The announcement comes in the face of unre- 
lenting attacks on unarmed civilians by the US- 
Arroyo regime’s military forces and other armed min- 
ions and its perversion of the peace negotiations. 

The no ceasefire declaration this year is in re- 
sponse to the Filipino people’s urgent and pervasive 
demand for the NPA to further inflict blows on the 
much-detested US-Arroyo regime and push for its 
collapse. The CPP likened the present situation to 
the eve of the Estrada regime’s ouster. 
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The US-Arroyo regime’s killing of activists and 
leaders of democratic organizations continues to 
date. With the murder of four more victims in Cen- 
tral Luzon on December 16, up to 110 activists have 
been killed by the US-Arroyo regime in the last ten 
months. Military operations that wreak havoc on, 
and are abusive of, the masses likewise continue 
without letup in various parts of the country. 

The AFP leadership claims that it would comply 
should the government declare a unilateral cease- 
fire. The military, however, has never ceased its op- 
erations despite such unilateral ceasefire declara- 
tions. In fact, it makes no difference to the AFP 
whether a ceasefire has been declared or not. ABI 
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Garci’s tales grow taller 


truthful or new in his long-awaited appearances before congress 


Fics COMELEC Commissioner Virgilio Garcillano said nothing 


on December 6 and 13. He lied and repeatedly refused to answer 
questions about widespread cheating in the last elections. 


Garcillano blatantly tried to 
cover up the truth. He admitted 
to talking only occasionally to 
Gloria Arroyo and claimed that 
they never talked about commit- 
ting electoral fraud. In fact, Ar- 
royo had called him 15 times and 
all they talked about was cheat- 
ing—all of which was caught on 
tape. 

Garcillano also claimed that 
he never left the country despite 
documents from the Singaporean 
government showing that he ar- 
rived in the island country on 
July 14 on a Subic Air Learjet and 
flew the following day to London. 
When Congress asked for his pass- 
port, he produced it after more 
than a week, but only after all in- 
dications of his entry to and exit 
from Singapore had been ex- 
punged. Sen. Panfilo Lacson ex- 
posed the fact that Garcillano’s 
passport had been doctored by 
PNP Sr. Supt. and CIDG-NCR Direc- 
tor Asher Dolina. 

Just as he had threatened, 
Garcillano released a list of can- 
didates, mostly from _ 
the opposition, / 
who supposedly 
called or paid 
him a visit & 
during the 
2004 elections. 
Those 
named de- \\ 
nied his al- 
legations.. 
Some denied 


ers denied 
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even 


knowing Garcillano, and still oth- 
ers denied asking favors from 
him. 

Garcillano had a two-fold 
purpose for his exposés: to insin- 
uate that the opposition was also 
involved in the dirty elections, or 
in the event that the opposition- 
ists deny any ill intent in having 
called up Garcillano, to support 
Gloria Arroyo's rationalization 
that her calls to Garcillano had 
nothing to do with electoral 
fraud. 

In appearing and testifying 
before congress instead of closing 
the issue on Arroyo's involvement 
in electoral fraud, Garcillano 
merely succeeded in confirming 
the widespread belief that Arroyo 
conspired to manipulate the re- 
sults of the previous elections. 

Meanwhile, in a similar hear- 
ing in the Senate on the “Gloria- 

Garci tapes,” 


Marietta Santos, a live-in partner 
of Sgt. Vidal Doble, one of the 
ISAFP (Intelligence Service of the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines) 
personnel who wiretapped Garcil- 
lano and Arroyo, willingly came 
forward to testify. Santos said 
Doble allowed her inside the 
“Blue Room” where the ISAFP had 
equipment to conduct cellphone 
surveillance. She named the team 
leader and other ISAFP elements 
who formed part of Doble’s group. 

Doble had confided to Santos 
that they were, among others, 
eavesdropping on conversations 
between Garcillano and Gloria Ar- 
royo. Santos added that Doble 
willingly sold the “Gloria-Garci” 
tapes to former National Bureau 
of Investigation (NBI) Deputy Di- 
rector Samuel Ong, contrary to 
the Arroyo regime’s accusation 
that Ong had forcibly detained 
Doble to coerce him into selling 
the tapes. It was Ong who admit- 
ted in June that he had all the 
tapes of Garcillano’s conversa- 
tions. 

ISAFP officials feverishly de- 
nied any involvement in wiretap- 
ping and claimed that they did 
not have the 


equipment to monitor cellphones. 
But they refused to testify before 
the Senate despite a subpoena or- 
dering them to attend the hear- 
ings. 
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Growing rifts 
within the military 

The specter of another mili- 
tary uprising loomed anew when 
unusual troop movements took 
place in Metro Manila on Decem- 
ber 11. Although Malacanang de- 
nied that there were threats of a 
coup d’etat, the entire AFP and 
PNP were put on alert in Metro 
Manila, and mobile checkpoints 
were set up in city centers to 
tightly monitor the movements of 
both soldiers and the general 
populace. Four junior officers 
were arrested and interrogated. A 
general and four colonels, includ- 
ing two PNP officers were alleged 
to have been involved in a coup 
attempt on December 12. 

Before this, at daybreak of De- 
cember 6, bullets rained on the 
Lourdes Tuason-Arroyo (LTA) 
Building, an establishment owned 
by the Arroyo family in Makati 
City. The LTA houses a law office 
derisively called “The Firm.” 
Headed by Mike Arroyo, it employs 
“operators” who work for the Ar- 
royo family in arranging various 
corrupt and fraudulent deals. 

Just a few hours later, a weak 
explosive was detonated in front 
of the house of Rep. Ronaldo 
Puno, a known operator of Mike 
Arroyo. Another small explosion 
hit a car owned by former CO- 
MELEC official Roque Bello. The 
car was parked in front of the Bel- 
lo-owned Ernest Printing Press in 
Caloocan. And still another small 
bomb exploded in front of the 
Rounce Printing Press in 
Paranaque. Both establishments 
were reported to have been re- 
sponsible for printing the excess 
electoral return forms Arroyo used 
to cheat in the elections. 

The LTA shooting was claimed 
by the Enlightened Warriors, a 
group of soldiers that declared its 
readiness to topple Arroyo. In a 
later statement, a certain Miguel 
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Arroyo receives 


failing marks abroad 


The Arroyo regime is a dismal failure even in the eyes of other 
people worldwide. In a survey dubbed “Freedom in the World” re- 
leased December 19, the Philippines under the Arroyo regime fell to 
the category of “partially free” from the previous category of “free.” 
The survey was conducted by Freedom House, a group of human 


rights lawyers. 


The Philippines is among the lowest-ranked countries in the cat- 
egory “partially free,” together with Afghanistan, Singapore and 
Thailand. Of all these countries, it was the Philippines that suffered 
the most rapid decline, mainly due to controversies on electoral 
fraud in last year’s polls, corruption and supression of the opposi- 


tion and other dissenters. 


Meanwhile, a survey by the World Economic Forum has revealed 
that Gloria Arroyo’s leadership enjoys the lowest level of public trust 


of all of the countries surveyed. 


Alonzo also said that their handi- 
work served as a warning to all 
“liars, cheaters and thieves.” He 
said that the attacks were sym- 
bolic of the widespread disgust 
and anger of soldiers within the 
AFP against the illegitimate and 
corrupt Arroyo regime. 

Meanwhile, on December 14, 
Marine Capt. Nicanor Faeldon, a 
key leader of the Magdalo group 
escaped from detention. In the 
statement he left behind, Faeldon 
said that Arroyo herself has con- 
firmed the correctness of their 
cause when they rose up in July 
2003. He said he escaped to join 
the fight to overthrow the Arroyo 
government and support the tran- 
sition government that would be 
set up. Faeldon’s escape showed 
that the Magdalo group on the 
whole has maintained its fighting 
stance despite the Arroyo 
regime’s success in buying off and 
coopting certain individuals 
among its ranks. 


Cracks within the Arroyo camp 
Widespread criticism greeted 

the transitory provisions drafted 

by the Constitutional Commission 


(ConCom), a group Arroyo formed 
to present draft amendments to 
the charter. Most critics were an- 
gered at ConCom proposals to 
scrap elections in 2007 and auto- 
matically grant all elected gov- 
ernment officials from the presi- 
dent down to barangay officers 
three more years in power. Incum- 
bent congressmen and senators 
would likewise automatically sit 
as members of the newly formed 
parliament. 

Many people also assailed pro- 
visions granting Arroyo, in her ca- 
pacity as president, the power to 
dominate whoever would be elect- 
ed prime minister. 

Sen. Franklin Drilon called the 
Concom’s report “blatant bribery” 
aimed at getting the support of 
incumbent politicians in exchange 
for the prospect of having their 
terms extended till 2010. 

Aside from reaping intense 
criticism from various sectors of 
the population and from the op- 
position, the ConCom recommen- 
dation has resulted in even bigger 
cracks within the Arroyo camp. 
Even some pro-Arroyo politicians 
were not able to stomach such 
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blatant maneuvers. Aside from Sens. Franklin 
Drilon and Francis Pangilinan of the Liberal 
Party, Arroyo’s partymates like Sens. Joker Ar- 
royo, Ralph Recto and Richard Gordon have 
criticized the recommendation, even if their 
terms at the Senate were due to end in 2007. 

Even within the ConCom, whose 50 mem- 
bers were chosen by both Arroyo and former 
President Fidel Ramos, there was dispute over 
the transitory provisions. Twenty Concom 
members opposed the provisions, most of 
them Ramos appointees. Ramos has long been 
pushing for a shift to a parliamentary form of 
government by 2007 and for Arroyo to cut 
short her term by then. Ramos is in a rush to 
replace Arroyo in power, for fear that the op- 
position, progressive organizations and mili- 
tary rebel groups might beat him to it. 

The ConCom-recommended transitory pro- 
visions were a slap in the face for both Ramos 
and Speaker Jose de Venecia, the two Lakas- 
CMD leaders who happen to be Arroyo’s clos- 
est co-conspirators in pushing for charter 
change. Malacafiang has long been preparing 
for an exodus of Lakas-CMD members towards 
Arroyo’s party KAMPI, which is now led by 
Rep. Ronaldo Puno. It has likewise been lay- 
ing the ground for replacing de Venecia with 
Rep. Prospero Pichay as House Speaker. Both 
moves are meant to strip Ramos and de Vene- 
cia of their base of support. 

These Malacanang maneuvers have spurred 
open acts of defiance against Arroyo by per- 
sons closely identified with Ramos. On Decem- 
ber 14, retired general and former Ramos offi- 
cial Fortunato Abat, together with others 
close to Ramos declared the establishment of 
a “transitional government,” an announce- 
ment Arroyo greeted harshly. Two days after 
the “transitional government” was declared, 
Arroyo ordered the arrest of Abat, former Bud- 
get Secretary Salvador Enriquez, former Am- 
bassador Roy Seferes and Atty. Charlie Sera- 
pio, charging them with “inciting to sedi- 
tion.” 

Abat and company’s actions are camou- 
flage for Ramos’ clandestine preparations for 
more violent means to seize power should Ar- 
royo renege on her promise to him and de 
Venecia to resign in 2007 in exchange for 
charter change. The Ramos-Arroyo rift contin- 
ues to intensify and will likely lead to an open 
break in the near future. ABI 
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A conference 
to combat malaria 


edics of revolutionary mass organizations and 
M New People’s Army (NPA) held a conference 

June 2005 aimed at eradicating malaria, proving 
the revolutionary movement's serious effort to address 
the health problems of the Filipino people. 

The Conference to Combat Malaria, which was at- 
tended by delegates from Luzon and Mindanao was 
aimed at raising the capacity of the revolutionary move- 
ment and army to combat and eradicate malaria. 

Malaria is one of the deadliest diseases in the coun- 
try today. Data from the Department of Health (DOH) re- 
veal that malaria continues to ravage 61 of the coun- 
try’s 79 provinces. The number of people who contract 
the disease continues to grow annually in 19 provinces 
in Luzon and Mindanao. There have been over a thou- 
sand people ravaged by malaria in provinces like 
Palawan, Mindoro Occidental and Agusan del Sur where 
the disease is endemic. 

Malaria is also one of the diseases that victimize 
many New People’s Army (NPA) Red fighters, especially 
in mountainous provinces where many forests have been 
cleared (resulting in the dislocation of mosquitoes), 
and where economic conditions are backward and gov- 
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ernment support for the people’s 
health, medication and other 
services is sorely lacking. 

Over 700 Red fighters con- 
tracted malaria from 2001-2005 
in one region in Mindanao. In the 
past five years, three regions in 
Luzon and three regions in Min- 
danao experienced malaria epi- 
demics that victimized the major- 
ity of a platoon or company. 

Diagnosis and treatment. 
The conference centered on the 
problem of diagnosis and giving 
adequate medical treatment in ar- 
eas where malaria is widespread. 
In an earlier medical conference 
to combat malaria, guidelines 
were agreed upon for medical of- 
ficials to follow in diagnosing and 
treating this illness. The confer- 
ence assessed the problems faced 
in implementing these guidelines. 

One is correct identification of 
the type of malaria a patient has. In 
the Philippines, majority of those 
afflicted become ill after being in- 
fected by either the Plasmodium fal- 
ciparum parasite (which causes 84% 
of malaria cases) or the Plasmodium 
vivax parasite (which causes 14% of 
malarial cases). In some cases, vic- 
tims are infected by both types of 
parasites. There is a third kind of 
malaria parasite—the Plasmodium 
malariae—which causes less than 
1% of malaria cases in the country. 
It is found in certain areas of Davao 
Oriental. 

Infection by P. falciparum and 
P. vivax calls for different kinds of 
treatment. If medics fail to correct- 
ly identify which parasite has 
caused malaria in a patient, the 
latter will not receive the appropri- 
ate treatment. The parasite may be 
correctly identified through the mi- 
croscopic examination of blood 
smears from patients. 

There are also instances where 
inappropriate treatment is given 
even if the parasite has been cor- 
rectly identified. There are patients 
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Anti-malaria program 


The conference came up with a malaria control program aimed 
at raising awareness among the revolutionary forces and the peo- 
ple about the disease to help them avoid it and to make sure that 
those afflicted receive the right treatment. The components of 


the program are as follows: 


»Conducting extensive health education among the revolu- 
tionary forces and the masses in areas where malaria is endemic 
»>Launching a mass movement in the form of a health cam- 
paign to carry out preventive measures such as the large-scale 


planting of neem trees 


»Encouraging the use of personal protection such as mosqui- 
to nets soaked in insecticide or other insect exterminators or re- 


pellants 


>Conducting prompt diagnosis of positive cases by actively 
monitoring symptoms among the ranks of the NPA and the mass- 
es in areas where malaria is endemic 

>Applying prompt, adequate and proper treatment 

>Holding prompt consultations with patients with complica- 


tions in clinics or hospitals 


Training medics and health committees in the barrios 


who do not take the complete dose 
because the negative side effects 
of particular medicines, such as 
nausea, were not adequately ex- 
plained to them. 

In the barrios, the reactionary 
government's medical officers still 
follow antiquated guidelines. For 
instance, they still prescribe 
Chloroquine only for P. falciparum 
instead of recommending a combi- 
nation of Chloroquine and Sul- 
fadeoxine-Pyrimethamine. There 
are also areas in the country where 
ordinary medicines for malaria no 
longer work. 

In the face of these problems, 
the conference saw the importance 
of rapidly propagating basic infor- 
mation on malaria, especially in 
areas where incidence is high. It 
likewise noted the continuing in- 
adequacy of preventive measures. 

Initial victories. The confer- 
ence lauded the fruitful and suc- 


cessful anti-malaria campaign 
within the NPA and among the 
people in Cagayan Valley and Cen- 
tral Luzon in the past two years. 
Malaria cases in these areas dimin- 
ished significantly as a result of 
the NPA and the mass organiza- 
tions’ prompt and active attention. 
With the capacity of mass organi- 
zations to attend to malaria pa- 
tients raised, deaths and complica- 
tions were also avoided. 
Meanwhile, in Southern and 
North-East Mindanao, NPA units 
responded promptly and controlled 
the spread of malaria among their 
ranks and in nearby barrios. They 
also campaigned among the mass- 
es to spray insecticide, use mos- 
quito nets and plant neem trees in 
breeding grounds of mosquitoes 
that may be malaria carriers. The 
neem tree’s sap is an effective in- 
secticide, and the scent of its 
leaves repels mosquitos. ABI 
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Radyo “Ang Bayan” in Samar 


fighting, drinking, going out on trips or visiting town, in many 


S™ is usually regarded as a day of rest. But instead of cock- 


barrios where guerrilla zones and bases are located in Samar, it 
has become the pastime of the barriofolk to attend education meet- 
ings, mass meetings and other meaningful revolutionary political, ed- 


ucational and cultural activities. 

In these mass activities was 
born “Radyo Ang Bayan”—the 
newspaper Ang Bayan in the form 
of a taped radio program. 

“Radyo Ang Bayan” came into 
being from the efforts of the rev- 
olutionary forces in Samar to 
propagate the contents of the 
Party's newspaper in many interi- 
or barrios where peasants suffer 
from low literacy levels, and 
where printed copies of Ang 
Bayan are either lacking or arrive 


10 


late. 

Observing that the barriofolk 
were avid radio listeners, espe- 
cially since there were hardly any 
bourgeois newspapers in the hin- 
terland villages, the comrades 
thought of reading AB, recording 
it on audio tape and conducting 
meetings to listen to and discuss 
its contents. The comrades used a 
simple battery-operated audio 
cassette recorder for the taping. 

The activity was begun in May 


LUSYON AN GULIAT H 


2004 and has been repeated sev- 
eral times since then. Once a copy 
of Ang Bayan arrives in their area, 
the comrades immediately prepare 
to tape “Radyo Ang Bayan.” 

In one barrio, each member of 
an organization contributed one 
peso to buy batteries. Using a 
loudspeaker, the taped articles 
and news were broadcast to the 
entire barrio, with the villagers 
assembled in one place to listen. 
They listened intently to articles 
and news published in AB inter- 
spersed with revolutionary songs. 

Sometimes, the listening ses- 
sions are done in the sitio center 
or in the barangay hall or else in 
the village chapel. With most of 
the barriofolk 
listening, local 
militia act as 
lookouts in stra- 
tegic places to 
alert the barrio 
on the entry of 
military or other 


unreliable ele- 
ments. 
The revolu- 


tionary masses 
love to listen to 
and closely fol- 
low the Party's 
analysis and 
calls on the lat- 
est and most im- 
portant events 
and on political, 
economic and 
other issues 
both local and 
international, as 
well as news on 
developments in 
various areas of 
revolutionary 
work in different 
parts of the 
country, espe- 
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cially when there are victorious 
tactical offensives. 

After the listening session, 
cultural performances and free- 
wheeling discussions about is- 
sues that they wish or need to 
discuss are conducted. And if 
there is a need for action, this is 
likewise discussed. For instance, 
a listening meeting was trans- 
formed into a meeting to prepare 
for impending militarization and 
fascism in the area. This, after 
the villagers listened to an arti- 
cle on militarization. 

In assessing the listening 
sessions, the barriofolk have sug- 
gested the creation of a radio 
drama about their problems and 
revolutionary struggle that could 
be carried even by this type of 
guerrilla “radio.” It would be so 
different from what they usually 
hear over commercial radio sta- 
tions. 

The release of “Radyo Ang 
Bayan” is a recognition that ra- 
dio or audio is an excellent medi- 
um for revolutionary propaganda 
especially in areas where many 
people still have difficulty read- 
ing, and printed copies of AB are 
few and far between. With 
“Radyo Ang Bayan,” the revolu- 
tionary movement has shown its 
determination to reach out to 
the broad masses and arouse and 
mobilize them along the revolu- 
tionary path. 

Following this excellent ini- 
tiative of comrades in Samar, AB 
has begun its regular release of 
taped readings of Ang Bayan’s 
Waray edition. Beginning with 
the November 7 issue, the taped 
versions have been posted at the 
Philippine revolution (www. 
philippinerevolution.org) web- 
site so comrades in Eastern 
Visayas could more readily access 
it and so tens of thousands of 
AB’s regular audience could lis- 
ten to it. ABI 
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DEVELOPMENTS OVERSEAS KD 
A united front against 
the Nepalese monarchy 


Party of Nepal (Maoist) and the country’s six main parlia- 


N broad united front has been forged between the Communist 


mentary parties on November 17 in a cooperative effort to 
end the monarchial system under King Gyanendra. 


A secret meeting was held 
between the Communist Party of 
Nepal (Maoist) and the major 
parliamentary parties to discuss 
the formation of a united front 
against the king and plans for 
ending the civil war to achieve 
democracy and peace in Nepal. 
Leading the talks were CPN(M) 
chair Pushpa Kamal Dahal (bet- 
ter known as Comrade Prachan- 
da), and Girija Prasad Koirala, 
former prime minister of Nepal 
and president of the Nepal Con- 
gress Party, the country’s largest 
party. They framed Twelve 
Points of Understanding as the 
basis of their common struggle 
against the absolute 
monarchy. 

The seven 
parties came ~~ 
to an 
agree- ø 
ment i G 
after \$ 
Gya- N 
nendra 


launched a coup d'état, dis- 
solved parliament and imposed 
martial law in the country in 
February 2005. The king claimed 
that these measures were need- 
ed to crush the people’s war. 
The broad masses of the people 
and the parliamentary parties in 
Nepal as well as the world com- 
munity strongly condemned the 
coup d’état and martial law and 
the attendant violations of hu- 
man rights in the country. 

Far from being quelled by 
the absolute monarchy’s milita- 
rization, the protracted people’s 
war has advanced even more 
rapidly. Large parts of the coun- 
tryside are now under Red polit- 

ical power. The 
‘y king's army con- 
trols only the 
capital of 
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Kathmandu. Under the leadership 
of the CPN(M), even Kathmandu 
has been repeatedly paralyzed 
by bandhs (general strikes). 
The CPN(M) estimates that with 
the military strength the Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Army (PLA) has 
achieved since it waged people’s 
war in Nepal in 1996, it is now at 
par with the monarchy’s army. All 
that is required is the broad sup- 
port of the parliamentary parties 


forces to bring a complete end to 
monarchical rule. 

Previously, the CPN(M) was 
too “Left” in relating to the par- 
liamentary parties. The CPN(M) 
one-sidedly regarded them as op- 
portunists and refused to main- 
tain relations with them. On the 
eve of the continuing march of 
the CPN(M) to victory, the party 
realized that that was an incor- 
rect policy. It has rectified this 


taken steps to unite with the 
parliamentary parties, win over 
all positive forces, and isolate 
the absolute monarchy complete- 
ly. 

The king’s coup d’état objec- 
tively served as an excellent con- 
dition for reinvigorating rela- 
tions between the CPN(M) and 
the parliamentary parties. To fur- 


an 
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d the urban-based middle 


sectarianism and has actively 


Temporary victory in the anti-WTO struggle 


he Group of 90 composed of poor countries 

like the Philippines achieved a partial and 
temporary victory in its struggle against the 
World Trade Organization's (WTO) pro-imperi- 
alist policies. The gains were achieved in the 
recently concluded WTO ministerial conference 
held in Hongkong from December 11 to 18. 
Rep. Teddy Casino of Bayan Muna party said 
the poor countries face another big battle in 
the next WTO meeting in April 2006. 

Casino said that on the overall, the poor 
countries gained time when the WTO post- 
poned the implementation of a number of 
policies that were detrimental to their inter- 
ests, such as "Annex C" of the General Agree- 
ment on Trade and Services. 

GATS Annex C aims to accelerate the liber- 
alization of the agricultural service 
sector—something the imperialists are sure to 
exploit. Congressional party-list representa- 
tives from the country had a major influence 
on the positions the Philippine government 
delegation took and the way the latter han- 
dled these issues. Casifo and Anakpawis par- 
ty Rep. Rafael Mariano served as official ad- 
visers to the government delegation to the 
WTO. Reps. Satur Ocampo, Liza Maza and 
Crispin Beltran, on the other hand, served as 
observers. These congress people likewise led 
a signature campaign among other country 
representatives to unite on a common posi- 
tion against GATS Annex C. 

Protest actions hounded the WTO's sixth 


ministerial meeting from beginning to end. 
About 10,000 members of 400 anti-"globaliza- 
tion" organizations from various countries 
that were affiliated with two major anti-WTO 
coalitions—the International League of Peo- 
ples’ Struggle (ILPS) and The World is Not for 
Sale—joined the protests. Highlighting the 
protest actions was the participation of a big 
number of Filipino domestic helpers in 
Hongkong. About a thousand domestic helpers 
affiliated with the United Filipinos in 
Hongkong joined the ILPS-organized protest 
rally on December 17. 

The struggles waged by impoverished 
countries and peoples against imperialist 
plunder and war were a high point in the six- 
day protest against the WTO. Demonstrators 
relentlessly exposed and assailed the WTO as 
an instrument of imperialist plunder. 

The Forum on Trade and War pointed out 
on December 14 that trade during the era of 
imperialism meant inter-imperialist wars and 
imperialist collaboration to dominate and 
plunder backward countries like the Philip- 
pines. The Forum, which was endorsed by 
ILPS, Resist! (Resist Imperialist Plunder and 
War Network) and BAYAN called for a broad 
anti-imperialist united front to sustain the 
anti-imperialist struggle. 

Participating organizations and activists 
likewise shared with each other their views, 
experiences, tactics and forms of organization 
and struggle. ABI 
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“Nepal,” from page 12 


ther isolate the king and make conditions even 
more excellent for the formation of a broad front, 
the CPN(M) declared a unilateral ceasefire in Sep- 
tember even though the king ignored it. On De- 
cember 1, the CPN(M) declared a one-month ex- 
tension of the ceasefire. 

The seven parties agreed that the autocratic 
monarchy was the principal obstacle to the lofti- 
est aspirations of all Nepalis for democracy, 
peace, prosperity, social progress, freedom and 
sovereignty. There can be no progress and pros- 
perity in Nepal if no peace and democracy can be 
established by bringing an end to the autocratic 
monarchy, they said. They plan to direct all their 
forces against the autocratic monarchy to create 
a surge of democratic protests across Nepal until 
Gyanendra’s rule is eventually brought to an end. 

With the cooperation of these parties, the 
largest demonstration against the king since the 
coup d’état in February was launched on Decem- 
ber 2. On December 11, the first of even bigger 
joint protest actions began. 

Even as they have forged an agreement with 
the other parties, the Nepali revolutionaries 
maintain their independence and initiative to es- 
tablish a democratic republic. This united front, 
says Prachanda, “is in itself a preliminary coali- 
tion between the republicanism of the masses 
and the political parties aspiring for peace... if 
all sides move forward... this understanding can 
rise to a long-term front.” 

The seven parties have spurned the king’s of- 
fer to call for local elections in February 2006 
and parliamentary elections in 2007, which ac- 
cording to them are mere shams. Instead, they 
agreed to hold genuine elections after the king is 
overthrown and to have the United Nations su- 
pervise these elections. The CPN(M) has also 
agreed to place the PLA under the temporary su- 
pervision of the United Nations or to have some 
other form of international supervision during the 
elections. 

UN Secretary General Kofi Annan welcomed 
the move of the Nepali revolutionaries and parlia- 
mentary parties, saying he was “ready to assist in 
any manner that would help bring about a peace- 
ful solution to the conflict.” ABI 
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A news | 


PARC junks SDO in Hacienda Luisita 


THE Presidential Agrarian Reform Council 
(PARC) junked the stock distribution option 
(SDO) scheme of Hacienda Luisita Inc. in a reso- 
lution dated December 20. The resolution calls 
for the government to purchase 4,915 hectares 
of land under Hacienda Luisita and subject it to 
land reform. The PARC is the agency of the reac- 
tionary government that decides on agrarian 
cases. 

The resolution reverses a previous PARC deci- 
sion approving the SDO scheme. Peasants strong- 
ly opposed the scheme, saying that it was a de- 
ceptive way by which landlords could retain con- 
trol over their vast landholdings by exchanging 
corporate shares of stock for land. 

The PARC decision was born out of militant 
struggle for genuine land reform. It is but an 
initial victory, however. The peasants have a 
long way to go before genuine land reform could 
be achieved, especially since the Cojuangco fam- 
ily has filed an appeal and is pushing for exemp- 
tion. 

Under the SDO, the HLI distributed a few 
shares of stocks to each farm worker of Central 
Azucarera de Tarlac. HLI claimed that the value 
of the stocks distributed was equal to the value 
of the land that would have been parcelled out 
to each farm worker. Contrary to HLI-CAT’s 
claims, however, the farm workers never received 
any of the benefits promised under the SDO. In- 
stead, the SDO has thrown the farm workers 
deeper into poverty and has killed in them any 
hope of ever having land to till. 

The struggle against the SDO peaked when 
over 5,000 members of the United Luisita Work- 
ers Union (ULWU) and the 700 members of the 
Central Azucarera de Tarlac Labor Union (CATLU) 
struck in November 2004 to oppose systematic 
harassment and mass layoffs. 

Soldiers of the Northern Luzon Command 
(NOLCOM) violently dispersed the strikers, killing 
seven of them and injuring more than a hundred 
others. Military violence continued against Ha- 
cienda Luisita’s mill and farm workers. The most 
recent incident involved the assassination of 
CATLU chairperson Ricardo Ramos in November. 
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Four activists murdered in Central Luzon 


THE regime’s campaign of 
killing and other human rights 
violations continues without 
letup. Four members of progres- 
sive organizations were slain in 
Central Luzon in the latter half 
of December. 

Bayan Muna coordinator 
Jessie Alcantara was shot and 
killed at around 1:20 pm on De- 
cember 16 in San Ildefonso, Bu- 
lacan. Alcantara was also the 
leader of a local tricycle drivers’ 
association. Soldiers had been 
looking for Alcantara at his 
house two weeks before the 
killing. He was shot while driv- 
ing his tricycle. 

At around 5:10 that same af- 
ternoon, two motorcycle-riding 
gunmen shot Barangay Captain 
Victorina Gomez and Barangay 


TENSIONS are expected to flare up between the 
US-Arroyo regime and the Filipino people in the 
face of Malacafnhang’s insistence on pushing the 
enactment of the Anti-Terrorism Bill (ATB). Ar- 
royo’s loyal followers in the lower house of Con- 
gress saw to the swift passage of House Bill 4839 
or the Anti-Terrorism Bill in two readings of the 
Committee on Justice and the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs last December 15. The ATB is expect- 
ed to be ratified in the committees’ subsequent 


meeting in January. 


The Anti-Terrorism Bill lays down a sweeping 
definition of “terrorism” and grants the state 
greater unrestrained powers. Arroyo plans to use 
these powers as instruments that would approxi- 
mate martial law in curtailing the people’s civil 
liberties and suppressing those who oppose her 


rule. 
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Councilor Romeo Atienza of Par- 
ian, Mexico, Pampanga. Their 
companion, Barangay Councilor 
Reynaldo Macabili survived the 
ambush. All three were members 
of the Aguman da reng 
Maglalautang Capampangan and 
Bayan Muna. They had just 
come from a barrio meeting 
called by the Philippine Army 
69th IB where they demanding 
the pullout of soldiers stationed 
in their barangay hall. 

Two days before this, Alfredo 
Manaol, Jr., 48, was murdered 
inside his own home in 
Barangay Balaong, San Miguel, 
Bulacan. Manaol was a member 
of the Alyansa ng mga Mag- 
bubukid sa Bulacan (AMB) and 
the son of Alfredo, Sr., AMB’s 
chairperson. 


Arroyo rushes Anti-Terrorism Bill 


CA confirms Palparan 
promotion 


THE Commission on Appoint- 
ments (CA) confirmed the pro- 
motion of Gen. Jovito Palparan 
as major general in the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines (AFP) 
despite widespread opposition 
from the people and progressive 
members of congress. The CA ig- 
nored the numerous cases of 
grave violations of human rights 
slapped against Palparan. 
Palparan regarded the confir- 
mation of his promotion as a li- 
cense to kill even more activists 
and unleash more brutality 
against the people. He said, “I 
will step this up. We will pulver- 
ize them.” Shortly after his pro- 
motion, Palparan immediately 
deployed more soldiers to bar- 
rios in Central Luzon suspected 
of being part of the NPA’s area of 
operations. 


US President George W. Bush continues to 
press puppet governments to frame anti-terrorist 
laws to justify the US’ superpower rule worldwide. 
This, despite growing opposition from Americans 
and the world’s peoples to the US’ intransigence in 
pushing the “war against terrorism.” Arroyo is 
rushing the ratification of the ATB despite wide- 
spread opposition from the Filipino people and de- 
spite the US government's failure to coerce some 
Asian countries into legislating similar measures. 


By pushing the ATB, Arroyo wants to “please” her 


master Bush. 


and call. 


Meanwhile, widespread opposition from Fil- 
ipinos has pushed the Senate to side with the peo- 
ple against the ATB. According to Sen. Joker Ar- 
royo, one of the ATB’s strongest critics, the Philip- 
pines must not allow itself to be at the US’ beck 
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